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Stark County Board of DD
Preschool programs receive 5-Star Quality Award
In recognition of a commitment to quality and an ongoing dedication
to the learning and development of children, the Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities (Stark DD) preschool programs at both Eastgate
Early Childhood and Family Center and Taft Elementary School have recently
received a Five-Star Step Up To Quality Award from the state of Ohio.
Step Up To Quality is Ohio’s rating system for learning and development
programs. Participating programs can earn a one to five star rating.
Eastgate Early Childhood and Family Center,
located in Louisville, supports preschool
programs for children with developmental or
physical disabilities, autism spectrum disorders
as well as typically developing children. Stark DD
Preschool at Taft Elementary in Plain Township,
also supports programming for children with
disabilities and typically developing students.
Continued on page 8

“It is important to Stark DD that
we offer a high quality program
in which all children may develop
their self-confidence, social and
emotional skills, and a love of
learning.”

Tammy Maney,
Stark DD Early Childhood Director
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Superintendent’s Message:
Closing the chapter on our direct services role
On Thursday, June 28, 2018,
we closed the chapter on the
board providing direct services
to adults at our Higgins and West
Stark Center workshops along
with supported employment. This
has been a difficult journey, but
one that we needed to take. We
became the 68th county board in
Ohio that no longer provides direct
supports to adults, but now relies
on a network of private providers
to perform these services. We
thank you for your patience over
the past two and a half years that
transformed our 50 year legacy.
While this change can be debated,
it has given people served and
their families more choices of who
provides their services as well as
how they get there.
The Board will now be focusing on
our mandated responsibilities of
funding, planning and coordinating
services and supports through
the person centered plan, and
monitoring outcomes to ensure
people are healthy and safe.
As a reminder, the federal and
state regulations prohibit us from
performing case management

through our service and support
administrators while providing
Medicaid funded services. This
was determined to be a conflict
of interest by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS). Yes, we had until 2024, but
we chose to move quicker given
the fact that we had 57 providers
within Stark County that were
already providing services to more
than 60% of the people served.
Also, what made the decision
easier to go earlier was that TWi,
a close partner since 1968, would
be taking over the operations.
They hired 37 of our employees,
which aided in the transition. For
many people served, they still
have the same direct support
professionals as they did when we
were responsible.
As a reminder and in line with our
strategic plan, we will continue to
share our expertise and support
the birth to career learning
environments for the benefit of
all children with disabilities. We
provide early intervention to over
650 families each year, we have a
specialized preschool and school

age programs with the goal of
returning students back to their
school districts when possible. We
want each student to receive their
education in the most integrated
way.
There is no doubt that the board
now looks different but we have
the same vision, that “people with
disabilities will be fully included
in the Stark County community.”
We have the same mission to
“support people with disabilities
and their families.” We have the
same values of choice, dignity
and respect, accountability,
stewardship, and integrity. Who
are we? We are now a county
board that primarily funds, plans,
and monitors services to help
people get what they want and
need.
On behalf of the Board, it is our
ongoing honor and pleasure to
be able to support you and your
family.

www.specialolympicsusagames.org
The 2018 Special Olympics USA Games will be held in Seattle, Washington July 1-6, 2018. More than 4,000
athletes and coaches representing 50 state Programs and the District of Columbia, along with the support of tens of
thousands of volunteers and spectators, will compete in 14 Olympic-type team and individual sports.
Of the sixty-seven Special Olympics Ohio athletes, four will represent Stark County on Team Ohio:

Katie Kestner - Tennis

Katie has participated in athletics, gymnastics, basketball,
and tennis for Special Olympics Ohio. In her spare time she
loves to watch movies, dance, and listen to country and
worship music. Katie works at a senior center in Hartville,
Ohio and loves interacting with the residents there.

Matt Luther - Softball

Matt Luther has been competing in Special Olympics since
1995. Prior to his time with Special Olympics, Matt was
both a baseball player and coach. Through the years, Matt
has enjoyed the camaraderie with coaches and teammates
in a variety of sports, including softball, bowling, and
basketball. Matt’s proudest athletic accomplishments
include winning the MVP of the Challenger Baseball
program and his team capturing the 2015 state softball
championship.
Katie Kestner

Elizabeth Dauber - Bowling

Matt Luther

Elizabeth is a delightful young lady who has been
participating with Special Olympics Bowling for the past 4
years. She displays motivation, initiative, has team spirit
and leadership, and is always willing to help others. In June
of 2017, Elizabeth participated in the Special Olympics Ohio
Summer Games held at Ohio State University for the first
time and received a gold medal in her division.

Best regards,

Nick Doll- Softball

Elizabeth Dauber

Annual summer parties at both Higgins
Adult Center and West Stark Center included
entertainment by local friends.
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Nick Doll has been competing in Stark Public Special
Olympics for more than 15 years. He started out playing
basketball and has also participated in track, tennis,
powerlifting and softball. He has won many ribbons
and medals, most recently were his gold medals in both
singles and doubles in tennis at the 2017 Summer
Games in Columbus. To say that Nick is “over the top”
about participating in the 2018 USA Games is an
understatement. He is honored to have been chosen for
Team Ohio in softball.

Nick Doll

“The 2018 Special Olympics USA Games will showcase the abilities of athletes with intellectual
disabilities, promote the ideals of acceptance and inclusion through sport, and celebrate the
transformative power of Special Olympics.”

Beth Knox,
the president and CEO, 2018 Special Olympics USA Games
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Tassel time for all ages
For more graduation photos, visit our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StarkDD

Classes of
Class of 2018
Stark County Board of DD celebrated the
graduation of twelve students from Rebecca
Stallman Southgate School on May 25. The
graduates plan to look into either day programing
or job programs in the Stark community. Top
awards included: Leadership Award to Seirra
Cathey, and Citizenship Award to Julio Bell.
Forty-five preschoolers in our Early Childhood
program also celebrated their “super hero”
accomplishments by graduating from preschool.
On May 29, four students graduated from the
preschool at Taft Elementary. The following day,
on May 30, 38 super heroes from Eastgate Early
Childhood and Family Center, dressed in capes
and masks, graduated, while another three
children received certificates and will return to
their districts next year for an additional year of
preschool. Within these numbers are 16 typical
peers who have been a part of the Stark DD
preschool programs.
Thirty-eight of these students will return back to
their home school districts for kindergarten, while
four will attend specialized programs.

Brooklyn Brumfield

Julio Bell

Anna Campbell

Congratulations to Nicole Thurman,
a May 2018 graduate of Stark State College!
Seirra Cathey

Chelsea Diehl

Erica Fitzgerald

After getting her first real camera, Nicole worked hard at shaping
her vision and listening to the inspiration she gets from how
nature makes her feel. She realized photography was her way
of capturing the beauty she sees and wanted to share it with
others.
Richard Howe

Chloe Johns

Jacob Jones

Best wishes to all of the graduates!

Kathleen Murphy
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Nicole grew up watching her step-father taking pictures and said she
was always interested in how he captured people and nature.

Zachary Swartz

Gregory Thomas Wright

Nicole decided to get her degree in Photography at Stark
State College in Canton, and graduated in May 2018 with an
Associate of Applied Science- Computer Graphic Arts and Digital
Photography Major.
“Nicole has been a joy to work with during her time at Stark State
College. When she first began attending, she was academically
prepared, but just needed some help with accommodations and
navigating the system,” said Lisa Gilliland, Counselor, Disability Support
Services. “Once she became more comfortable, she blossomed into a
more independent student who worked extremely hard to achieve her
goals. We’re all very proud of Nicole!”
Along with attending college, Nicole worked at The Silo Arts Studio in the
downtown Canton arts district. She has presented her work at First Fridays
in downtown Canton and an upcoming show in July of local nature and
Canton related photos.

Eastgate preschool
graduate shows
off her superhero
dancing skills.
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Grant plants learning garden
For more photos, visit our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StarkDD

Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
Superintendent Bill Green,
Principal Myrna Blosser, select
teachers and students joined
representatives from Giant Eagle,
Dole Packaged Foods and the
Captain Planet Foundation on May
17 to install a Project Learning
Garden at Rebecca Stallman
Southgate School. The Captain
Planet Project Learning Garden
is an effective outdoor learning
space for students to engage
in inquiry-driven, project-based
learning across all disciplines.
RS Southgate School was awarded
the Project Learning Garden after
entering a special promotion by
Dole and Giant Eagle last fall. The
school was one of four winners
in the “Learning Garden Grant,”
contest that offered schools in
Giant Eagle service areas the
chance to win the installation of
Anna Campbell
(left) and Seirra
Cathey talk with
Captain Planet
during the
Garden Party.
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a learning garden. RS Southgate
School is the only school in Ohio to
have received the grant.
The school received a full working
garden that included five raised
beds, with accompanying soil
and seedlings. It also included
lesson kits filled with supplies,
a fully-equipped garden cooking
cart, and strategies for summer
garden maintenance. The Learning
Garden program provides a context
for multidisciplinary learning,
ranging from nutrition and science
to social studies, math and
language arts. Students benefit
by expanding their palates, tastetesting healthy foods, and learning
about food origins.
“The garden provides students and
teachers a chance to take their
learning out of the classroom,”
said Rebecca Stallman Southgate
School Principal Myrna Blosser. “It

provides a valuable opportunity
for them to put into practice
the lessons being taught in
the classroom. By working
with members of our learning
community, we will continue to
provide new and exciting learning
experiences for our students.”

About Dole Packaged Foods
Dole Packaged Foods LLC is a world
leader in growing, sourcing, distributing
and marketing fruit and healthy snacks.
Dole sells a full-line of packaged ambient
fruit, frozen fruit, dried fruit, and juices.
The company focuses on four pillars
of sustainability in all its operations:
water management, carbon footprint,
soil conservation and packaging. For
information visit www.dolesunshine.com

“Dole understands the importance
of teaching children and adults
alike the benefits of incorporating
fruits and vegetables into their
diet, whether they are enjoying
fresh produce from their learning
garden, or a healthy Dole snack,”
said Larry White, Vice President,
Sales, Dole Packaged Foods. “By
partnering with the Captain Planet
Foundation and Giant Eagle, we
are helping more people learn
about and develop healthy habits.”
“Anything can be taught in the
context of the garden, and
hands-on learning supports
student understanding of natural
systems, food origins, and healthy
eating,” explained Leesa Carter,
executive director of Captain
Planet Foundation. “Captain
Planet Foundation is dedicated
to nurturing the next generation
of environmental stewards, and
ensuring they are armed with an
understanding of the natural world
in which they live. We are thrilled
to be working with Giant Eagle and
Dole to provide Rebecca Stallman
Southgate School with a CPF
Learning Garden!”

Top ( l to r): Julie Kesler, Captain Planet Foundation representative, Bill Smith, Stark
County Commissioner, Zach Carpenter and Rebecca Stallman, Stark DD board
member, help fill the new planter beds with soil.

About Giant Eagle
Founded in 1931, Giant Eagle, Inc. has
grown to be one of the nation’s largest
food retailers and distributors , and the
number one supermarket retailer in
the region with more than 410 stores
throughout western Pennsylvania, north
central Ohio, northern West Virginia,
Maryland and Indiana.

About Captain Planet Foundation (CPF)
Based on the critically acclaimed
animated series Captain Planet and the
Planeteers, CPF has played a critical
role in helping to ensure that the next
generation of business leaders and
policy makers are environmentally
literate citizens. CPF is a grant-making
foundation that has funded over 2,000
hands-on environmental education
projects with schools and non-profits
that serve children in all 50 U.S. states
and in 23 countries internationally.
For more information: www.
captainplanetfoundation.org.
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Stark DD educators honored for their
Hard work and dedication to students
Three Rebecca Stallman
Southgate Intervention Specialists
were recently recognized for their
hard work and dedication to their
students.

The Canton Palace Theatre,
Schumacher Homes, Canton
Professional Educators
Association, Pathway Caring
for Children, and Q92 Radio in
conjunction with the Love, Andrew
Autism Foundation presents the
eight-week movie series Sensory
Cinema. The movies will begin at
6:30 p.m., with doors opening at
6 p.m.. Admission is $1.00 and
group reservations are available
by calling 330-454-8172 up until
noon on the day of the movie.

On April 14, Andrea Thomas was
honored by the State Support
Team 9 at the Annual Conference
for Families and Educators of
Diverse Learners.
Teachers and rookie teachers
of the year were honored at the
Education Celebration in April.
Rebecca Shade, was selected
to the All-County Rookie Teacher
Team, and Liz Shisler was honored
as part of the All-County Teaching
Team.

“Stark DD is proud to have both of
our licensed preschool programs
receive five-stars”, said Tammy
Maney, director of Stark DD’s early
childhood programs. “We know
that children have approximately
1,892 days from birth until school
starts, and every day matters. It
is important to Stark DD that we
offer a high quality program in
which all children may develop
their self-confidence, social and
emotional skills, and a love of
learning. All members of the
preschool team at Stark DD have
worked very hard in pursuit of this
high rating.”
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The theatre environment will
be tailored to the attendees on
the Autism Spectrum and their
families. This includes: lower
levels of sound and dim lights,
dietary sensitive offerings in the
concession stand including gluten
and dairy free options, trained
staff and family restrooms.

Above (l to r): Rebecca Shade, Liz
Shisler. Right: Andrea Thomas

Graduates from the
preschool program at
Taft Elementary celebrate
on May 29. The Taft
and Eastgate preschool
programs each received
a five-star rating from
the Ohio Department of
Education.
Continued from page 1

Back by popular
demand:
Sensory Cinema

In addition to meeting all
standards of a four-star rating,
programs with five stars may
also:
•
•

Research confirms that the first
five years of a child’s life has a
direct impact on how children
develop emotional well-being, in
addition to, learning and social
skills. For these reasons, the Ohio
Department of Job and Family
Services and the Ohio Department
of Education are committed
to improving early childhood
opportunities for all children in the
state.
To learn more, visit www.
earlychildhoodohio.org. Visit
http://starkdd.org/services/
preschool/ to learn more about
Stark DD preschool programs.

•
•

•

•
•

•

Have lower staff/child ratios.
Use child assessment results to
plan activities that best support
learning and development goals
for each child.
Share assessment results and
create goals for children.
Develop plans to support children
as they transition to a new
classroom or educational setting.
Work with other organizations or
businesses within the community
to support children and their
families.
Have an active and organized
parent volunteer group.
Use input gathered from families
and community partners to
inform the program’s continuous
improvement process.
Have accreditation by an
approved organization.

“We realized that the experience
of attending a movie is something
that an increasing number
of children and adults in our
community are not able to
participate in, due to sensitivities
caused by Autism and other
Sensory Processing Disorders,“
said Georgia Paxos, Executive
Director of the Canton Palace
Theatre.

www.ProviderGuidePlus.com
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Calendar
Find more events www.starkdd.org/calendar

Education

Social

Guardianship Training Session
July 21, from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
at the Goodwill Campus, 408
Ninth St. SW, Canton. Speakers
will include representatives from
Guardian Support Services and
Stark County Board of DD. This
free training is hosted by Guardian
Support Services. Reservations
are required. Call 330-437-3720
or e-mail volunteerguardians@
gmail.com

Toddler Playgroup
Each Friday, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
at Eastgate Early Childhood and
Family Center. Play groups are
intended for children, birth through
5 years old. For a complete list of
activities go to www.starkdd.org/

Family Information Series
November 12, 5:30 p.m. in the
Cohen Room at Whipple-Dale
Centre, 2950 Whipple Ave. NW,
Canton. “Picking A Provider.”
Ed Lewis, Supervisor, Stark DD
Community Services and Supports.
Contact Misty McGirr at 330-4793632.
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Special Olympics State Team
Softball & Individual Skills
Competition
September 15, all day at Oregon,
Ohio. Athletes from across
the state compete in team
and individual skills softball
competition.
21st Annual Great Pumpkin Race
October 27, 8:30 a.m. at 2950
Whipple Ave. NW, Canton. Benefits
Stark DD Special Olympics.
Register at http://enmo.tv/
greatpumpkinrace

Family Information Series
September 10, 5:30 p.m. in the
Cohen Room at Whipple-Dale
Centre, 2950 Whipple Ave. NW,
Canton. “Safety Planning.” Contact
Misty McGirr at 330-479-3632.
Guardianship Training Session
September 20, from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. at the Goodwill Campus, 408
Ninth St. SW, Canton. Speakers
will include representatives from
Guardian Support Services and
Stark County Board of DD. This
free training is hosted by Guardian
Support Services. Reservations
are required. Call 330-437-3720
or e-mail volunteerguardians@
gmail.com

Recreation

Community

Uniting families to build a
stronger network of support.
Connect Families

•

Share resources and experiences

•

Overcome challenges and share
triumphs

•

Provide tools to navigate the
many, complex Developmental
Disability Systems

•

Match families with trained Family
Mentors.

Connect with a mentor -- contact
The Arc of Ohio—Northeast 2717
South Arlington Rd. Suite: E
Akron, Ohio 44312
P: (234) 571-5689
F: (234) 571-9827

ProgramsNEOhio@
thearcofohio.org

Street Fair: Community
Resources in Your Neighborhood
September 15, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at 2950 Whipple Ave. NW,
Canton. We will have community
organizations, agencies, and

providers on hand to answer your
questions about services and
supports for children and adults
with various needs.
Monthly Board Meeting
Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities;
September 25, 6 p.m. at 2950
Whipple Ave. NW, Canton.

Monthly Board Meeting
Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities;
October 23, 6 p.m. at 2950
Whipple Ave. NW, Canton.

All Family
in
the

Published by the
Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
Whipple-Dale Centre
2950 Whipple Ave. N.W.
Canton, OH 44708
Phone: 330-477-5200

E-mail: info@starkdd.org
Fax: 330-477-2545
The All in the Family is a quarterly
publication of the Stark County Board
of Developmental Disabilities. News
releases, story ideas, comments and
suggestions should be addressed to
All in the Family at the Whipple-Dale
Centre, 2950 Whipple Ave. N.W.,
Canton, OH 44708.
Circulation is currently 4,500.

Family Mentor
Program

•

Monthly Board Meeting
Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities; August
28, 6 p.m. at 2950 Whipple Ave.
NW, Canton.

Camp Jukebox
July 9 - 13, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at
GentleBrook Center, 940 West
Maple, Hartville. A performance
arts camp for youth ages 10-21,
with a public performance on July
13, 1:30 p.m. at GentleBrook, and
July 13, 5:30 p.m. at Olde Canal
Days Festival. For information
contact Arts for All representative
Norma Capocci at 330-499-0749.

The Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
• Accredited by CARF, NAEYC, DODD
• Equal Opportunity in Employment,
Access and Services. M/F/H.
• Ohio Self Determination Association
member (OSDA)

11

Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
2950 Whipple Ave. N.W.
Canton, OH 44708

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S.POSTAGE
PAID
CANTON, OHIO
PERMIT #772

Board Members
Daniel Sutter, President
Maria Heege, Vice President
Roger Gines, Recording Secretary
Dr. Jessica Falvo Lang
Carlene Harmon
Carmelita Smith
Rebecca Stallman
Superintendent
William Green

Visit us on the internet at www.starkdd.org
Follow us on:

July 2018• Volume 24 • Issue 3

Stark County Board of
Developmental Disabilities

All inthe Family

Grant plants a
Learning Garden

Mission:
Supporting people with disabilities and their families.

