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Joel came to his forever home when he was 2 ½ years old. He had 
a poor prognosis due to neurological deficits. He started with Stark 
DD early intervention and then enrolled in the public school. Joel 
had many struggles in school until he found his niche at RG Drage 
Vocational High School in the Culinary Arts program. 

Cooking was always his passion. Joel has advanced from work-
ing at GentleBrook day program and at the Front Porch Cafe, to 
working in the cafeteria at Meadow Wind nursing home. Now he is 
the sous chef at the Homestead in Hartville under the direction of 
Chef Andre. Joel enjoys learning new cooking techniques and plans 
to hold cooking shows to the residents at the nursing home in the 
future.  

Outside of work, Joel lives independently in a townhouse in the 
Hartville community. A level 1 waiver, funded by federal Medicaid 
and Stark DD local dollars, helps pay for minimal support from 
Homemaker Personal Care (HPC) provider Douglas Gammon. HPC 
support helps Joel stay connected in the community, helps with 
keeping his home organized, and any other area Joel may need. 

“Roxanne, Joel’s mom, approached me about becoming Joel’s 
provider.  I was thrilled,” said Doug. “Little did I know it would change 
my life and his.  It took several months to gain Joel’s trust. In the be-
ginning he barely spoke to me or anyone else.  I started in at Joel’s 
apartment assisting him taking care of his apartment and taking 
short trips running errands or out to eat.  Once we got to know each 
other he started sharing what he was interested in.”  

Now Joel has a great social life including archery, fishing, hunting, 
hockey and enjoying various restaurants. “With Joel’s love of cook-
ing he has taken initiative to try out local restaurants and surround-
ing areas,” said Doug.  “Most recently, we went to Cleveland to the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.  While we were in Cleveland that day, he 
wanted expressed interest to go eat at Michael Symon’s BBQ.”
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Joel also likes to travel and has been on many 
cruises and to visit his sister in California.  Joel 
loved going on mission trips in high school and 
is always interested in helping others. He enjoys 
going to the movies and live theater and concerts.  
Joel was able to see BB King live before his death.

One of Joel’s dreams was to have his own means 
of transportation. He purchased a Moped and after 
two years he got his motorcycle license. He is 
independently riding to work and riding to places 
locally to shop, or run errands. When the weather 
is bad, Joel depends on his Non-Medical Trans-
portation (NMT) provider to help him get back and 
forth to work.  

Most recently Joel became a proud new dog own-
er. Joel loves his new dog and loves the compan-
ionship the pet gives each day.  

He has made amazing strides living independently 
while enjoying his job and family.

“As a provider and good friend, Joel has shown me 
places and activities that I normally would not have 
chosen for myself.  This has been an eye-opening 
experience for me to see Joel gain confidence in 
himself.  He has become more outgoing and inde-
pendent and I look forward to seeing him accom-
plish more.  I’m so proud of him,” said Doug.
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