Our Mission: Supporting people with disabilities and their families

Stark DD Preschool, School Age Programs go to remote learning
December 9, 2020
Dear Parents:
The effects of the pandemic are increasing and affecting more people we support and staff
than ever before:
sharp increase in the number of COVID-19 cases in just one week;
Stark county continuing at Level 4/purple, the highest level of the COVID-19 Public
Health Advisory System;
Stark DD staff needing to quarantine due to close contacts (today we have 29 school
staff quarantined) and the staffing issues this creates.
Therefore, we will go to remote learning effective Monday, December 14, 2020, and will
continue this type of learning after the winter break through Monday, January 18, 2021.
We are proactively taking this significant action to reduce interactions between students and
staff, and not contribute to the community spread in our county. We are planning to return to
in-person classes on Tuesday, January 19, 2021.
We recognize the hardship this creates and we want to assist you. We will deliver meals and
lesson plans to your home. School Age students will be provided computers to assist with his
or her remote learning education. Governor DeWine has established financial assistance for
remote learning that we will help you access, as well as make additional resources available
through our Family Support Services program to address other needs you have. Please let
your teacher or principal know how best we can support you and your child’s educational
needs during this time.
We know the vaccine brings us all hope and encouragement for a better New Year, but until it
can be widely distributed, we anticipate the weeks ahead being the most challenging we have
seen. Thank you for helping to keep people safe and to slow the spread of COVID-19 in our
community.
I have been closing all of my recent correspondence with the words of Simon Sinek,
leadership consultant and author, because his words resonate always, but especially in the
midst of a pandemic, he says, “take care of yourself, and take care of each other.” Words we
each can live by.

Sincerely,
Bill Green, Superintendent
Stark County Board of Developmental Disabilities

RS Southgate School families can monitor updated
COVID-19 cases and those in quarantine by visiting
our Stark DD COVID-19 dashboard on our website.
Additional resources from the Stark County Health
Department can also be accessed here.

Keep up-to-date on Ohio statistics
This map of the Ohio Public Health
Advisory System represents updates
through December 3, 2020.
Learn more about the current COVID19 trends occurring in our state as
tracked by the Ohio Department of
Health:
Ohio School Dashboard
Ohio Public Health Advisory
System
Cases by Zip Code Dashboard
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