
 
Superintendent's Message

How we are fulfilling our mission
Dear members of the Stark County community:

The Board of Developmental Disabilities unveiled
an ambitious Strategic Plan two years ago where
it was our desire to be HELP FOR GOOD. This
update on our Strategic Plan highlights the
noteworthy successes that we accomplished in
year two in each of the plans Focus Areas.

Our Strategic Plan has three areas of
concentration, or Focus Areas: Education,
Advocacy, and Provider Relations, we identified
achievements and key accomplishments that
occurred in each of these throughout the Plan’s
second year. This is important, as it demonstrates
the breadth and depth of the Board’s efforts to
fulfill our mission of “supporting choices and
creating opportunities for people disabilities and
their families.” The Board is actively working to
transform itself in many ways to meet this
mission, including taking strides to enrich our
person-centered planning and corresponding
advocacy, and working to address the DSP
workforce crisis by paying a Medicaid supplement
to the provider community, totaling nearly $2.5

million annually. We have diligently reached out to our stakeholders, and are working to incorporate
more assistive technology than ever before. It is with much excitement that we can share there are
now more people we support working in competitive jobs than ever before, with 285 people working
at local businesses and corporations. The Board is working harder than ever before to meet people
where they are, ensuring that needs are met and that they are living the lives they desire.

In addition, and as a complement to our Strategic Plan, we established an Outcome Measurement
Report in year one of the Plan. This report provides us with a number of metrics we use to evaluate
ourselves on a monthly, quarterly, and annual basis. The report is included in the progress report for
your review.

Though we achieved many things in year two, we know that in our vocation we always are a work in
process, with a desire to get better each day. We have made extraordinary progress to date, and
our Strategic Plan will continue to guide us in the coming year. With the continued commitment of
our employees and stakeholders working together, we are confident that the Board will accelerate
our success and achieve our ambitious goals, that ultimately that every person with a disability will
be included in the Stark County community. Year two of our Strategic Plan has been a good
one; we are looking forward to year three of our Plan.

Sincerely,
Bill Green, 
Superintendent

https://starkdd.org/about/history/
https://starkdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2022-Progress-Report-vweb.pdf
https://starkdd.org


Read our 2022 Annual Progress Report

Help for Good T-shirts: Wear yours at the walk to help raise awareness...or purchase one at the walk.

Save the Date: Annual Mall Walk for Awareness Returns in March

When: Friday, March 10
Time: 10:30 am – 11:30 am
Where: Belden Village Mall

4230 Belden Village Street NW, Canton

Meet us at center court as we join the Stark community for 
a little bit of exercise, conversation, information and a whole lot of awareness.

We will have information tables with Stark DD staff, 
and interactive stations including: 

Help for Good T-shirt sales, check your Body Mass Index (BMI), Hands Only CPR demo,
work out with the YMCA, Early Intervention assessments, Voting Registration Information, and 

how you can start your career as a Direct Support Professional (DSP).

Download 2023 Walk for Awareness Flyer

https://starkdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2022-Progress-Report-vweb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bf254aa6601/b5ded3b0-b9f0-46a3-99d3-be32ba4f5832.pdf?rdr=true


DD Awareness Month Community Activities, Events

Registration is open for the
2023 Developmental
Disabilities (DD) Awareness
and Advocacy Day.

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at
the Ohio Statehouse. 

Registration is required for all
participants. Space at the Ohio

Statehouse is limited, so
registration will be limited.

 
Can't go in-person? 

Inclusion Fair
North Canton Public Library

185 North Main St.
North Canton

Saturday, March 4
1 - 4 p.m .

Being a good friend and
neighbor means learning how

children and adults with

Wear Orange for
Inclusion!

Inclusion Day
Monday, March 6

Any hue of ORANGE will do!
Take your photo, send it to us

or post and tag us
#starkddhelpforgood

Download
Orange Help for Good Placard

mailto:parramorel@starkdd.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/bf254aa6601/5a332f85-e36c-43a3-adbb-a6c153ca12fa.pdf?rdr=true


There will be an option to watch
the program virtually, but not
meet with legislators virtually.

Register Now

disabilities use different tools to
walk, talk, see and hear.

Event is open to all ages, but
activities will be geared towards

children 18 months old to 12
years with their families.

2023 Inclusion Fair Flyer

Going to the Zoo??


Wear ORANGE and get FREE
admission Saturday-Monday,
March 4-6, 2023! (Parking is $3
in advance online or $5.00 at
the door.)
Learn more at Inclusion Days
I Akron Zoo

What's Going On
February 15 / 6 PM / Sharing Solutions - IDD Support Group for
Families, Caregivers & Professionals
Walther's Twin Tavern, 430 Applegrove St NW, North Canton
This month's meeting is about "Assistive and Supportive Technology".
For further information, please contact Jodi Broom.

February 16 / 11 AM - 1 PM / Be the Good Self Advocates
Monthly Meeting
Stark DD Whipple-Dale Centre, 2950 Whipple Ave. NW, Canton.
"Voting Rights; Consent and Respecting Boundaries" are the topics.
Lunch provided. RSVP by February 10 to Paula Gardner.

February 28 / 6 PM / Stark DD Monthly Board Meeting
Stark DD Whipple-Dale Centre, 2950 Whipple Ave. NW, Canton
The monthly meeting of the governance board. Attend in-person or
watch the meeting live on our Stark DD Facebook page.

March 3-5 / All Day / Special Olympics Indoor Winter Games
Bowing Green State University, Bowling Green
Event will include basketball, basketball skills, competitive
cheerleading, and swimming tournaments for athletes as well as
Unified Sports® and Healthy Athletes® programs.

March 6 / ALL DAY / Community Inclusion Day
Wear Orange and share images of Inclusion. Tag
#starkddhelpforgood

March 10 / 10:30 - 11:30 AM / 2023 Walk for Awareness
Belden Village Mall, 4230 Belden Village Street. NW, Canton
This FREE event is open to the public.
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Visit Us:
2950 Whipple Ave NW
Canton, Ohio 44708 

Call Us: 330-477-5200
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