
Superintendent's Message:
Taking the Time to Celebrate Our Successes
I hope you're having a great summer thus far. This season provides an excellent opportunity to
pause, reflect, and make necessary adjustments for the rest of the year. It's hard to believe that the
Fourth of July has already come and gone, a day dedicated to honoring the brave individuals who
fought for our freedom. We have many things to commemorate and appreciate.

It has been 56 years since the establishment of County Boards. Our organization is committed to
assisting individuals with disabilities and their families during their most difficult moments. This has
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been our mission from the start. We aim to provide a sense of safety, support, and inclusion.
Reflecting on the past six months, I take pride in the progress we have made, the professionalism
exhibited by our staff and providers, and above all, our shared dedication to fulfilling our mission of
“supporting choices and creating opportunities for people with disabilities and their families.”

Since the beginning of this year, we have welcomed 161 new people who came to us seeking help,
offered lifetime funding to 53 individuals who have chosen providers for their support, and welcomed
12 new people to our county thanks to our extensive provider network. We are proud to have
expanded our services to support more than 500 infants and toddlers, more than we ever have
before. Our preschool and school-age programs have had a highly successful school year. Given
the work that we do in collaboration with our providers, we received significant support from the
citizens of Stark County, which led to us securing funding for our programs for the next five years.
We are pleased to report that the year’s first half has been productive and successful for our
organization.

Our preparations for the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities Accreditation survey,
scheduled for August 22-24, 2023, are well underway. We have made significant progress by hiring
SSAs, streamlining processes, and providing extensive training to improve our support services.
Our goal is to meet the needs of those we serve efficiently and effectively. We are optimistic about
receiving a positive review.

As we approach the year’s second half, let's take a moment to discover the greatness within
ourselves. It's important to understand why we do what we do, as it inspires and attracts others to
us. By tapping into our personal "why," we can unleash our own greatness and use it to improve the
lives of the 4,200 individuals we support.
 
Sincerely,
William Green
Superintendent  

Community Resource Fairs This Summer

Saturday, July 8; 11 AM - 3 PM

MAKE ‘m SMILE is a Big Party that
celebrates kids with all types of
disabilities (our VIPs) of all ages! We
believe every life has Value and
Incredible Purpose. That is why we
gather to celebrate our VIPS.

It is filled with family entertainment,
games, characters, animals, food, helpful
resources from the community, and tons
of SMILES!

If you have a VIP or you know families
who have kids or adults with a disability,
invite them to join the fun!

"When we walk together, we
support each other and connect

with the human experience of living
with Autism."

Support the Autism Society of Greater
at the 2nd Annual Step into Autism
Walk and Resource Fair in Stark
County on August 12 at the McKinley
Museum from 10 AM until 12 Noon.

https://autismakron.org/
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If not, that’s OK! Bring your family and
make new friends as a Buddy to a VIP!

To learn more about the event click here

The event is free but you must register.

The event will take place at:
225 Lincoln St. SW
Hartville, OH 44632

Stark DD, Disney princesses and Star
Wars characters will be on hand along
with 20+ vendors!

Register to be a part of Stark DD's
team!

McKinley Museum
800 McKinley Monument Dr. NW
Canton, OH 44708

Courage 2 Communicate supports people with
communication disability, law enforcement

The Ohio Communication Disability Law (Ohio House Bill
115) supports individuals with autism, people with hearing
disabilities, and individuals with cognitive disabilities that alter
their interactions with others. Ohio HB 115 helps reduce the
communication barrier between law enforcement and individuals
with a communication disability.

Courage 2 Communicate is a public service campaign
sponsored by the Spectrum Education Center at the University
of Mount Union, to help inform the community about the
Communication Disability Law.

How can Courage 2 Communicate help?

1. Courage 2 Communication provides support for those
who want to register their vehicle with the state of Ohio. 

2. Registration informs law enforcement that someone in the
vehicle may have difficulty communicating. 

3. With this knowledge, first responders can approach the
vehicle with awareness to reduce any potential
misunderstandings or problems. 

Learn more about Courage 2 Communicate in this Canton
Repository news article.

To learn more about Courage 2 Communicate, email Dr.
Kristine Turko at the Mount Union Spectrum Education Center.

Join us in the Hall of Fame Community Parade

Sunday, July 23; 2:30 PM
Downtown Canton

Walk with Stark DD's Self-Advocates in the Pro Football Hall of
Fame' community parade. The parade is scheduled to kick-off
(rain or shine) on Sunday, July 23 at 2:30 PM.

This parade is one mile in length. If you join us, wear your Help
for Good shirt if you have. Those that don't please wear red,
blue, green or orange.
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RSVP to Lisa Parramore by Friday, July 14th

Annual Self-Advocacy Community Day

Are you a business or organization that could use a
one-day helping hand?

On Thursday, August 17 our self-advocates will be
rolling up their sleeves and helping out in the
community. Small groups of adults and their staff will
be sent out to different businesses and organizations
to give back to the community.

Contact Ally Purdy, Communications Department
Intern, if you could use a hand on August 17.

2023 Citizens Who Care for DD
Golf Outing

Registration is now open for the 2023 Citizens
Who Care for People with Developmental
Disabilities Golf Outing, slated for Monday, July
31.

This popular community event brings more than
112 area golfers to the prestigious Glenmoor
Country Club Golf Course to enjoy a day of golf,
good-hearted competition, prizes and most
importantly, raising awareness about people
with intellectual/developmental disabilities.

Sponsorship opportunities are available at all
levels of support.

Register to sponsor or play

mailto:parramorel@starkdd.org
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What's Going On
July 8 / 11 AM - 3 PM / Nathaniel's Hope Make 'm Smile Ohio
Hartville Memorial Park, 335 Park Lane Dr. SW, Hartville
MAKE ‘m SMILE is a Big Party that celebrates kids with all types of
disabilities of all ages! It is filled with family entertainment, games,
characters, animals, food, helpful resources from the community. This
event is FREE, but registration is required. Register Now

July 23 / 1:45 PM - 3:45 PM / Be the Good Self Advocates
Monthly Meeting
Downtown Canton
Walk in the Hall of Fame Community Parade with the Stark DD
parade unit. RSVP by Friday, July 14.

July 31 / 7:30 AM - 1:30 PM / Citizens Who Care for People with
DD Annual Golf Outing
Glenmoor Country Club, 4191 Glenmoor Rd. NW, Canton;
Register now

August 1 / 5 PM - 8 PM / National Night Out
Tinseltown Movie Theater Parking Lot, Jackson Township
This FREE annual event brings together local law and safety forces
with community resources.

August 12 / 10 AM - 12 PM / Step into Autism - Stark County
Walk and Resource Fair
McKinley Museum, 800 McKinley Monument Dr. NW, Canton ; Sign
up here

August 15 / 6 PM / Sharing Solutions - IDD Support Group for
Families, Caregivers & Professionals
Walthers Twin Tavern, 430 Applegrove St. NW, North Canton
Topic will be Innovative Housing Solutions. RSVP to Jodi Broom.
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